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In this doctoral research class, we will study, define, and
enjoy the American gothic genre. To do so, we will read,
4 discuss, and write about examples from throughout the his-
PS FO4F OB OWF e I 312 tory of the USA, from Washington Irving and Edgar Allan
Poe through H. P. Lovecraft and William Faulkner to Ste-
phen King and Joyce Carol Oates. We will also watch rele-
vant TV shows and movies.
Eiers In this class we will study American children’s literature,
PhD focusing on genres like fantasy and historical fiction and on
OYx77Vr | themes like gender, home, family, friendship, travel, and
M. ¥—%—X | growth. We will read classic novels like L. Frank Baum's The
. Wonderful Wizard of Oz (1900) and Laura Ingalls Wilder's
K ¥ % o o @1 4 Little House in the Big Woods' (1932), as well as more recent
oo ones like Neil Gaiman's The Graveyard Book (2008) and
Karen Cushman's Alchemy and Meggy Swann (2010). We
will deepen our understanding of American culture, children,
historical fiction, and fantasy, and of how those things have
changed from the early twentieth century until today s post-
9/11 world.
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